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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 • S3 %£ 5fia2BB!fcX?£ SS" °" *" lnte^^a,io^a, app,ica,ion in "» lan9ua9e in «** ■ — 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 ' hawbSftom^ application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 

r^trtlt^^ ™«*tion under Article 14 are referred to in this 



Description, Pages 

1 " 14 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 ~ 1 6 received on 1 8.08.2005 with letter of 1 8.08.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' Pad ^hS?^ b Jfn n e ,h abl if h6d u aS * (som ^ of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 

b6en C ° nSrdered t0 90 bey ° nd the diSC, ° sure as filed ' - heated in t^ 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. « 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability " 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industnally applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

13 claims Nos. 9-12 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



because: 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

ICotn^f «f tio . n > claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

^uTb!tomS d daimS N ° S ' S ° inadequately su PPorted by the description that no meaningful opinion 
S no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 9-1 2 

D ?^hi le A 0 w id ® an * d/ ?. r a T ir ? aci . d se 9 uence ljstln 9 d °es not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



the written form 



□ has not been furnished 



□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

nnl ^n^l^l^l"^ 1 ^® andJbr amino se ^ uence "sting, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-Ws of the Administrative Instructions! 



S See separate sheet for further details 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-8,15,16 
13,14 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-8,15,16 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-8,13-16 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No, VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 



1. Claims 9-12 

These claims correspond to originally filed claims 11-14 for which no International 
search report has been established. Consequently, no examination can be carried 
out for these non-searched claims (cf. Art. 33(6) PCT and PCT Guidelines §17.34). 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Independent claims 1 and 15 



Closest prior art: Document JP-A-04089023 directed to the treatment of ware by 
rinsing same with warm water having a biocide dissolved therein. 

Objective technical problem: enhance the cleaning process by ensuring that the 
maximum amount of biocide is used for treating the ware. 

Solution: the introduction by appropriate means of the biocide into the washing 
chamber of the ware washer in a gaseous state and independently of the wash water. 

Technical effect: readily adjusting of the amount of biocide introduced into the 
washing chamber as the biocide must not dissolve in the wash water. 

Inventive step: In JP-A-1 1 1 37882 ozone is used to treat the dirty waste water, not 
the wash water intended for ware cleaning. 

DE-A-3232057 is similar to the one known from JP-A-04089023 (cf. pg. 7, line 26 - 
pg. 8, line 8 and fig. 2). 

EP-A-0841427 discloses a laundry process in which water is cycled from the washer 
chamber, through an ozone injector, and back to the washer chamber to react with 
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soils and stains in the wash load to thereby enhance the laundry process. The ozone 
injector is a venturi type device which feeds the ozonated compressed air into water 
travelling through the throat of the venturi to thereby entrain bubbles of the ozonated 
air in the water prior to its return to the washer chamber to react with soils and stains 
in the wash load to thereby enhance the laundry process. 

Industrial applicability: The claimed process and warewasher are susceptible of 
use in an industrial environment. 



Conclusion: Consequently, the subject-matter of independent claims 1,13 and 15 
complies with the provisions of Article 33, paragraphs (2)(3)(4) PCT. 

2. Dependent claims 2-fl r 1§ 



These dependent claims define various embodiments of the method specified in 
independent claim 1 and the apparatus defined in independent claim 15, respectively, 
and as such also comply with the provisions of Article 33 paragraphs (2)(3)(4) PCT. 

3. Independent method claim 13 

3.1 Subsisting claim 1 3 is directed to the use of a biocide in a ware washing process and 
as such to an activity. The term "in" does not unequivocally limit the use of the 
biocide to the particular ware washing process defined in the claim. It merely defines 
the use of the product (biocide) in a particular process, the product not being defined 
by its material features. 



3.2 As such the particular washing process to which the biocide is intended to be used 
does not unequivocally limit the scope of the claim. 

In the terms of claim 13 document DE-A-3232057 is also directed to the use of a 
biocide in a ware washing process in a dishwasher (cf. fig. 2 and relevant description 
thereof). 

Consequently, the provisions of Art. 33(1 ) PCT are not complied with because claim 
1 3 does not comply with Art. 33(2) PCT. 
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4. Dependent claim 14 



DE-A-3232057 also discloses the use of ozone as a biocide (cf. pg. 7, line 28) and as 
such claim 14 is not novel contrary to Art. 33(2) PCT. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1. Description 



1 .1 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents JP-A-04089023 and DE-A-3232057 is not mentioned in 
the description, nor are these documents identified therein. 

1 .2 The description is not in conformity with the claims as required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iii) 
PCT. 
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